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what would become of me ? And all because I have obeyed him whom Pius VII. consecrated, anointed, crowned with his own hand! And this Consalvi!*
He smote his forehead with his hand, powdering his face in the most whimsical-looking manner imaginable with his snuff.
(< Monseigneur, your fears are, I am sure, without foundation. But, even admitting them, what can I do in the matter ?* (< Well, speak to Metternich! He is Catholic, apostolic, and Roman, and, I think, would not willingly see me ill treated.w "That I will do with pleasure,* answered I. " I am confident M. de Metternich will do his utmost to serve your Eminence, and I will speak to him this very day. But, after all, what am I to say? for I cannot tell him that the Holy Father means to kill your Eminence, or transform you into a lay brother, for he would not listen to me.* "And why not ?* demanded he, in an eager tone.
"Why, Monseigneur? Because the Pope is the most perfect human being in Rome. He is an angel and a saint. Your Eminence is misinformed if you have fears of him; neither is Cardinal Consalvi capable of so much treachery.* "Really!* rejoined he, with an expression I had never witnessed in him before. * Ah! you pretend to know all the gang better than I ? Well, be it so. But meanwhile, I take care of my skin.* (I quote the Cardinal's own phrase.) "If you object to introducing me to your friends from the fear of compromising yourself, you are at liberty not to do so.w
Hearing the Cardinal's last speech I became offended, rose, and walked toward the door. " I have the honor, * said I, "to observe to your Eminence that I am disposed to execute every commission you may give me; but I cannot suffer friendship to carry me so far as to become ridiculous. When you can make use of my services, I am at your command. * I was about to retire, when he came to me, took me by the hand, and seated me in an armchair.
"The Emperor,>:> said he, <( might well say that you had a head of iron.* "He might have added,* returned I, "that with this head of iron I have a woman's heart to serve those I love. This is perhaps better than where